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What is heterosexism?

A homophobe is someone who fears or hates homosexuals. Most people neither 

fear nor hate homosexuals, but some people do object strongly to homosexual 

activity on Òmoral, ethical, and religiousÓ grounds. This is heterosexism.

Heterosexism is the belief that heterosexuality is better than homosexuality, 

that homosexual relationships are not as valid as heterosexual ones. Heterosexism 

also refers to the institutional enforcement of this belief Ñ that is, the everyday 

things that give Òspecial rightsÓ to heterosexuals but deny equal rights for 

homosexuals. 

Laws and rules against homosexuals may be very logical and sound if you 

believe that homosexual relationships are inferior to heterosexual ones. TheyÕre 

not necessarily guided by fear of homosexuals, but instead by the idea that it is 

better for someone to be in an opposite-gender relationship than a same-gender 

one, and therefore heterosexual relationships should be encouraged while 

homosexual ones are discouraged. 

While you may not be homophobic, heterosexism is deeply entrenched in our 

society.  Heterosexism can only be eliminated when we acknowledge it exists. 

Keep working against heterosexism as well as homophobia.

Marriage rights. Heterosexuals are allowed to marry the person they love. Homosexual couples 

cannot. Heterosexual couples are entitled to receive all of the benefits that the government and 

the private sector can give to married couples: \government recognition of the relationship, joint 

property rights, tax breaks, joint insurance, inheritance rights, power of attorney, hospital visitation 

rights, exemption from testifying against your spouse in court. Homosexual couples donÕt get any 

of these, and when they demand them, they are accused of wanting Òspecial rights.Ó 

Adoption rights. A heterosexual couple can legally adopt a child. A homosexual couple cannot. 

Heterosexism tells people that Òsince heterosexual relationships are better, we need to keep children 

away from homosexuals. If you expose children to homosexuality, they will become homosexual 

themselves.Ó Of course, the evidence shows this is not true Ñ most children raised in homosexual 

households end up being heterosexual. 
Job security. Heterosexuals have the Òspecial rightÓ of knowing they wonÕt be fired from their job 

because of whom they love. Heterosexism means that a person in a homosexual relationship can 

be fired for this at any time, and usually without legal recourse. 

Personal security. Heterosexual couples can walk down the street holding hands without fear 

of being beaten for it. Homosexual couples cannot, and if they are attacked, they are blamed for 

Òflaunting itÓ or Òbringing it on themselves.Ó  Homosexuals are usually not presented in the media 

as being in a couple, much less as being in a legitimate relationship and part of society.
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