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standards) and more urbane (more civilized by dominant culture 
standards). Where conversion to Protestantism has occurred, 
Aymara women may be urged by the missionaries to be subser­
vient to their husbands when Aymara culture would demand no 
such thing. In such cases women may learn to denigrate them­
selves verbally, often without understanding what that should 
mean culturally-and therefore without implementation. With the 
spread of public schooling, both Aymara men and women have 
become more adept at mouthing sex role concepts from the 
Western world. Understanding them is something else." 

Married couples do, of course, quarrel; the frequency of "per­
fect marriages" among the Aymara is probably not much greater 
than anywhere in human society. The fights are not necessarily 
one-sided, however; note that in the fight described in the film, it 
was the daughter and the daughter-in-law who took care of the 
man-stopped him and put him in his place. Women regularly 
break up the men's fights, and if the men are drunk, the women 
take them home and put them to bed. 

" " " " 

The Aymara community of Vitocota is close knit. Social pres­
sures favor marriage, and divorce or separation is not common. 
However, no Aymara woman is obliged economically to remain 
with a man: she owns her own land, and she controls the finances. 
She often has a place in the market where she can buy and sell 
(and shrewd bargainers they are) and is generally considered 
capable of doing "anything." 

In the film's last scene, when the young girl and boy are asked 
to move aside so that an older man may take water from the well, 
we see clearly that it is age and not sex that determines the man's 
brusque tone. As the children mature in a world ever more con­
scious of woman's role, it is to be hoped that their own traditional 
values may come to be appreciated by the larger society and that 
they themselves may be exemplars of their industrious and co­
operative society. 

[Photographs by Neil Reichline] 

"Upon hearing some of these platitudes, 
I have occasionally responded by ex­
plaining their meaning for Anglo-Saxon 
or Spanish law or custom; the reaction is 
almost always one of shock and/or disbe­
lief and the cultural repercussions of the 
introduction of male dominance and the 
consequent devaluing of women are not 
yet known. 
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